
                                                                                                                  

 

 
SATURDAY, February 4, 2012:  
 

Sonja gets the final word:  
 

     Does your washing machine ever go “whomp, 

whomp, whomp”?  Do you hear loud banging noises 

as it hits the wall or the dryer?  If so, the clothes you 

placed into the washer have gotten out of balance, and 

the washing machine is letting you know that 

something is wrong.  One of the washers I owned 

would just shut down when this happened.  I had to 

drag the sopping clothes out and reposition them 

before the machine would work properly again.   

     I thought about this the other day when I read this 

sentence:  “If my life isn’t cross-centered, it is off-

centered, and the warping spin leaves me sick.”  - 

Ann Voskamp 

     As human beings, many of us get motion sickness 

and cannot abide the feelings that come with riding in 

the mountains on curvy roads, or riding the tilt-a-

whirl at the amusement park.  Like the unbalanced 

washing machine, we want to cry out that something 

is wrong and adjustments are needed ASAP!   

     This is the fifteenth year that our church has 

observed 40 Days of Prayer and Fasting.  God’s call 

to us is to get back in balance; to slow down and 

focus once more on the cross of Christ and the 

sacrificial life He has called us to.  To move from off-

center to centered in the love and life of Christ Jesus 

our Lord.   

     When we are cross-centered, we realize that 

sacrifice is the only way to achieve the victory.  

Denying ourselves leads to abundance in the things 

that truly matter; the things that will count in eternity.   

     One of the most balanced, cross-centered people 

who ever lived put it like this: 

 

• “As for me, may I never boast about anything 

except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Because of that cross, my interest in this world 

has been crucified, and the world’s interest in me 

has also died.”  Paul’s letter to the Galatians 6:14 

 

May that be our prayer as well!   

 

_Sonja  
 

FRIDAY, February 3, 
2012:  
 

Psalm 119:96 Your 
commandment is 
exceedingly broad. 
 

     Have you ever met a 

“know-it-all”?   People 

like that are hard to deal 

with.   

     Another expression 

that raises a red flag 

sometimes is “all 

purpose.”   

     All-purpose can end up 

being of no practical 

purpose.    

     But there is one book 

that you can go to that will 

never, never lead you 

wrong.  That book is your 

Bible.  God’s word covers 

it all.   

     Your answer may not 

be immediately obvious, 

but I encourage you to 

keep prayerfully reading 

and searching in your 

Bible until you get your 

answer. Then stand on it, 

and act on it.  You will 

never regret waiting until 

you’ve read God’s 

directions.   

 
“The convictions of a leader 

concerning the Bible will affect 

profoundly the nature of his 

leadership.  One who has mental 

reservations about the absolute 

inspiration and authority of 

Scripture will inevitably have 

only a tentative note in his 

handling and application of 

divine truth.”  

_ J. Oswald Sanders 

Dynamic Spiritual Leadership 

 

Sermon Notes 

For January 29, 2012 

 
Series: Seven Signs That You Are Going to Have a Great Year            (Part 3/7) 

 

John 20:30-31 (NKJV) And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence 
of His disciples, which are not written in this book; 

31
 but these are written that 

you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 
you may have life in His name. 

 

The Most Important Question You’ll Ever be Asked 
 

Text: John 5:1-8; 14-15 

 

1) Don’t confuse signs with the Sign 

 

 

 

 

2) Don’t confuse good depravity with Godliness 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Don’t confuse being well with living well 

 

 

 

 

 
***** 

This devotional is dedicated to: 

Sharon Drawdy, Ramona Helton & Barbara Steele 
For their committed and tender care of our homebound members 

 



                                                                                                                  

 
MONDAY, January 30, 2012:  
 

Psalm 119:57 You are my portion, O LORD; I have 
said that I would keep Your words. 
 

     When I was a boy, the meat you served at the table 

was an indication of how well you were doing financially.  

The hierarchy went something like this:  

• Rich = steak.  I was an adult before I realized that there 

is hierarchy in the types of beef.  I was thrilled to eat 

any type of beef.  Matter of fact, we called beef hotdogs 

“tubed steak”. ☺ 

• Next on the totem pole was pork.  Pork meant that you 

were not rich, but that you were improving.  (Fried 

Pork chops made me feel pretty rich!) 

• Then there was chicken – that is what good honest, 

hard-working people put on the table most of the time.  

(Pot roast on Sundays, the weekly “splurge”) 

• I won’t even get into spam, pork brains, and all the 

other “poor folk” food – though I’ve had (and enjoyed) 

my share of it. (Yum, fried bologna sandwiches!!!) 
 

     So chicken (usually fried) was what most often greeted 

me as a boy when I pulled up to the table.  Golden brown, 

rolled in egg, buttermilk and flour, and dipped in hot 

Crisco (my mouth is watering now); there’s nothing like 

it.   

     But wait!  Don’t go grabbing for a piece of that 

chicken just yet.  There was also a clear hierarchy on 

eating chicken.  The “white meat” (the chicken breast) 

went to the grownups (the guest of honor and the man of 

the house).  The mother got the next choice, and then the 

children (by age) got what was left.  A child’s portion 

was, at best, a thigh but most often the “drumstick” (Still 

finger licking good!)  Even to this day when, as an adult, I 

pass up the chicken breast for a “lesser” piece of chicken, 

I feel like I’m doing something noble. 

     Society has learned this lesson well.  We have a 

hierarchy for almost everything.  Whether it is cars or 

clothes, homes or honey – we are give the strong hint that 

we are a better person, if we are able to get the better 

“portion”.    

     Let the psalmist help you today.  Whether you’re 

eating steak or chicken and whether you’re eating filet 

mignon or the drumstick, if “the LORD is your portion,” 

then you’ve got the best.  As the old timers used to say, 

“You’re eating high on the hog.” 

THURSDAY, February 2, 2012:  
 

Psalm 119:81 My soul faints for 
Your salvation, but I hope in Your 
word. 
 

     I was privileged to serve a number 

of years on the Chaplain’s 

Commission of the Church of God.  In 

that capacity, I got to know a number 

of our military chaplains.  These men 

and women serve our troops with 

great dedication and put their lives on 

the line on a regular basis. 

     One of the chaplains who I was 

particularly drawn to was Chaplain 

Richard Pace.  He was a career man 

and had served in active combat on 

numerous occasions.  I remember him 

telling me the following story that was 

recorded by his wife Brenda: "One 

day he was feeling especially lonely.  

The desert was barren, desolate and 

oppressive.  Ironically, even as he felt 

lonely, my husband also recognized 

his need of a secluded place to spend 

time seeking the Lord.  He decided to 

climb to the top of his office building 

to check out the roof.  What he spotted 

there surprised him. The Afghan 

workers had removed some 

scaffolding but stopped before the job 

was complete.  What was left of the 

scaffolding was the perfect shape of a 

cross.  That cross in the desert served 

him as a reminder of God's presence 

throughout the remainder of his 

deployment."   

     I think things like that happen more 

often than we realize, and one of the 

main ways is through God’s word.  

Everyday God is whispering 

encouragement and instruction to us 

through His word.  Like the psalmist, 

let’s make it our commitment that 

until God comes through, we will 

stand on His word.   

 

 

TUESDAY, 
January 31, 
2012:  
 

Psalm 119:63 I 
am a companion 
of all who fear 
You, and of those 
who keep Your 
precepts. 
 

     The Law of 

Association is a 

vital law to keep in 

mind.  Simply 

stated, you become 

like those you 

associate with.  

Matter of fact, they 

often set the limits 

on how high you 

can rise in life.  

Your friends are 

truly one of your 

most valuable assets 

or most horrible 

liabilities.   

     One of the joys 

of our 40-days 

seasons is that we 

have an opportunity 

to associate with 

people who fear the 

Lord and desire to 

follow His precepts. 

     Let me ask you, 

what type of people 

do you hang around 

with after the 40-

days?  If they are 

not the same people 

you’re spending 

time with now, 

maybe you need to 

take another look at 

who your close 

associates and 

friends should be.   

 

WEDNESDAY, February 1, 2012:  
 

Psalm 119:71 It is good for me that 
I have been afflicted, that I may 
learn Your statutes. 
 

     A couple years ago, I bought Sonja 

a brand new grill.  I know, I’ve 

disgraced the entire male side of the 

human race by giving up my God-

given responsibility of being the “man 

of the grill”.  But in the words of 

Kenny Rogers, I’ve learned when to 

hold ‘em and when to fold ‘em.  When 

it comes to cooking (inside or outside), 

Sonja is the pro, and I’m not.  I’m not 

even in the game.   

     But anyway, she was going to use it 

on Memorial Day for the first time, 

and we were eagerly anticipating 

having grilled hamburgers and hot 

dogs for our holiday meal.  

     But then we read the directions � 

and discovered that before cooking on 

the grill it had to be “cured”.  The grill 

had to be coated in oil and then have a 

long, slow fire lit in it.  That was a big 

disappointment that day but also a big 

lesson.   

     Something that I have learned over 

the years is that the fires of life either 

consume or cure.  I’ve noticed that 

when we go through tough times, we 

either get bitter or better.   

      My dear friend, I remind you today 

that God is still in control, no matter 

what you are going through.  If you 

will see your trials and afflictions as 

first coming through the hands of your 

loving Father God, you can have the 

peace of knowing that if not today, one 

day it is going to make sense. You are 

going to come through a better and 

blessed person.   

     So take courage dear one…be brave 

in the fire. 


