FRIDAY, November 6, 2009:

Genesis 49:26 “The blessings of your
father have excelled the blessings of
my ancestors...”

Today’s Bible verse recently caught
my attention. Jacob is on his death
bed after a long life. He has called the
family together and is having a final
“family talk.” On your death bed you
do not have the luxury of playing
games and by-passing issues. On
your death bed you get right to the
point and you share the honest truth.
So when Jacob says, “The blessing |
am giving you has excelled the
blessings of my ancestors” he was not
bragging, he was speaking truth.

In looking back over his life he was
able to say, “Children, | have taken
what my parents and grandparents
gave me and | have done something
worthwhile with it. | have given a good
account of myself and now | am
passing it on to you.”

Wow! What a legacy. Jacob’s
children did not have to depend on
history for inspiration and hope, their
father was giving them a “now”
blessing based on the life that he had
lived before them.

Every generation needs a “now”
blessing and the only way that can
happen is that we have a “now faith.”
As parents and spiritual leaders, that is
one of our most important missions in
life — to have a “now faith” that can
produce a “now blessing” for those that
are coming after us. We must not
settle for repeating the tired old clichés
of years gone by. Let us determine
that the blessing that we shall give our
children and spiritual children shall
excel the blessings of our ancestors.
SCRIPTURE: 2 Corinthians 8:1-3

SATURDAY, November 7,
2009:

Genesis 50:4 “...Joseph spoke to
the household of Pharaoh,
saying, ‘If now | have found favor
in your eyes, please speak in the
hearing of Pharaoh...”

Today’s verse teaches us an
important life principle: We will
not always be in charge.

The background behind this
verse is that Joseph is trying to
make the arrangements to bury
his father. To do what his father
wished requires permission from
Pharaoh (the King). | find it
amazing that Joseph had to ask
others to speak to the Pharaoh
for him.

There was a time when
Joseph had direct access to the
throne. He was the number two
man in the entire Kingdom. But
now those days are gone.
Joseph’s influence with the
throne is past; others have taken
his place and life has moved on.

This is not a bad thing; it is
just the way life is. The warning
| want to leave with you today is
to prepare for that day. Do not
get so caught up in your current
title and position. It will pass.
What will not pass are the
eternal relationships you can
have. Work on those. They will
bring you more happiness and
fulfillment than all the promotions
and power this world can offer.
SCRIPTURE: Judges 2:10
O See my October 24, 2009

blog for more on this subject
@FMCOG.com
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For the week of November 1, 2009

Daily Reflection Questions:

Reflection: Of what eternal benefit was my day?
Reflection: What eternal truth(s) did | observe today?
Reflection: Did my behavior match my values?
Reflection: What am | thankful for today?

Personal Notes:
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MONDAY, November 2, 2009:

Genesis 38:26 “So Judah acknowledged
them and said, ‘She has been more
righteous than |, because | did not give her to
Shelah my son.”

You think television is bad or that you
have trouble finding a movie worth watching -
well you ought to try reading Genesis 38. It
is a hotbed of sex, intrigue and passion. Ill
not bore you with the details; I'll leave it up to
you to see if you're up to reading this graphic
chapter out of the Bible.

I mention it however to illustrate one
concept that | want you to focus on this
week. That concept is this: “Take
responsibility for your actions.”

Today’s verse shows Judah with the
proverbial “egg on his face.” (Another
expression could be “He was caught with his
pants down!”). Judah was trying to take a
moral highroad against his daughter-in-law
when in reality he was the one in the wrong.
Judah’s actions throughout Genesis 38 are
less than noble. He has a lot to account for
and a lot to be ashamed about; but if there is
any redeeming factor, it is this: Judah, when
he could have dodged responsibility, chose
not to. Instead, he faced the truth, covered
up nothing and took responsibility for his
actions.

As a result, he qualified himself and his
descendents to be the tribe from which the
kings of Israel would eventually come and
finally even the Messiah.

As you start another week, let me
encourage you to stop playing the blame
game and fretting about other people’s
failures and weaknesses. The truth of the
matter is that all of us have our “issues” (You
and | included.) Instead of playing “dodge
ball” with the issues, why not take
responsibility for your actions, do what you
can to make them right and then spend the
rest of your time moving forward. You'll be
surprised at the great outcome some day.
SCRIPTURE: Revelation 5:4-6

TUESDAY, November 3,
2009:

Genesis 44:32 “For your
servant became surety for
the lad to my father...”

To me, one of the most
moving stories in all of the
Bible is the story of how
Joseph was reunited with
his family. (Genesis 39-46)

In today’s passage, we
see Judah again taking
responsibility. This time,
he is not just taking
responsibility for himself;
he is taking responsibility
for someone else; in this
case his youngest brother
(Benjamin). Judah has
come a long way. Oddly
enough, the chain of
events that led to Judah
growing in character
enough to take
responsibility eventually
led to a son of the tribe of
Judah taking responsibility
for the entire human race
— Jesus.

You never know what
shore the consequences
of your actions will wash
up on someday; but the
benefits can be of eternal
significance.

It all starts, however,
when a person has the
courage to take
responsibility for their
actions when others would
run away.

SCRIPTURE: Genesis
44:34

WEDNESDAY, November 4,
20009:

Let me remind you of a very
important focus in life...

Your goal in life is not to
live a driven life but a guided
life.

It is easy to get so caught
up in the rapids of life and to
go at such a breakneck speed
that the focus becomes about
simply keeping everything
going; about just keeping your
head above water.

But that is not how life is
meant to be lived. Intense?
Sometimes. Fast-paced?
Sometimes. But driven? No.

If you've ever gone white
water rafting you know that on
board with you is a guide.
Someone to pace you, guide
you and point out things of
interest and beauty and to pull
you out of the rapids should
you get overwhelmed.

That is how it can be for the
Christian as well. It requires
staying in touch with the
“Guide”.

I wish | could say | never
find myself living a driven life,
but unfortunately, | do. But
when | stop long enough to
examine why, it is always
because | have drifted away
from Jesus and have allowed
myself to get distracted by all
the “stuff” around me.

Maybe that's where you
find yourself today. Stop!
Slow down and reconnect with
your loving Savior...you will
not regret it.

SCRIPTURE: Matt. 11:28-30

THURSDAY, November 5,
2009:

O “Christians cannot expect to
resist the values of the
unbelieving world if they
devote one hour of the week
to meditating on God'’s word
and the other 167 hours to
providing for the needs of
their bodies and enjoying
worldly entertainment.”

_John F. Brug, people’s Bible
Commentary (Psalms, Volume 1)

John F. Brug’s words are not
just a call to spend more time
with God; it is a call to make our
life about God.

Robert Pierce, founder of
World Vision put it this way, “Let
my heart be broken by the things
that break the heart of God.”

My call to you today is: do not
make your faith just another
thing you do and then check off
your list. Don't just “do your
devotions” today, instead, live a
life devoted completely to God.

SCRIPTURE: Exodus 34:12-14
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