FRIDAY, May 8, 2009: “ Effective executives ...
do not start with their tasks. They start with
their time.” _Peter Drucker

O Proverbs 16:1-3 ...Commit your
works to the Lord, and your
thoughts will be established.

For the sake of space | didn’t include
verses 1-2 in the print; but please read
them.

Recently my wife, in that dear sweet
way that only she can do, said, “I wish that
the church was not the only one that got
your best.” It was a wake-up call. As |
pondered over her remark | realized that
most nights | come home exhausted.
Lately it seems that there is just not
enough time to get everything done. |
found myself having to ask Sonja to please
understand, which she graciously did. But
after awhile she also began to understand
that | was putting her second behind work.

Now understand, no one was making
me do this; | was doing it to myself. | was
failing to practice Peter Drucker’s axiom:
“Effective executives do not start with their
tasks. They start with their time.”

That's why it is so important to take time
to reflect on your life. The writer of today’s
proverb put it this way — “commit your
works to the Lord...” God is not a
taskmaster. He does not expect you to
burn out. Matter of fact, God created
Sabbath just so we would not burn
ourselves out.

So today, how is it with you? Are you
pushing those that you love the most back
in the line? Are you running on empty?
Maybe it's time to force some margin in
your life. Remember, we can't live this day
again — we've got to make it count now.
And | don’t know about you, but | want to
make it count for the right things.
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 11:29-30

SATURDAY, May 9, 2009: “ Some
people argue they are too old to
change. Thisreally means, “|
amtoo lazy to practice
responsible freedom.” _Robert
E. Quinn, Building the Bridge
as You Walk On It, p. 229

O Ezekiel 5:8 1, even I, am
against you and will
execute judgments in
your midst...

Recently, | took an
intense 27 hour course on
chaplaincy. It was a good
course and | learned a lot.
However, when it came time
to take the test it was a bitter
sweet event.

It was sweet in that it was
an open book test with the
guestions already given to
us ahead of time.

However, it was a little
disappointing when |
received my certificate, for it
didn’t mean that much
considering the lax testing
process.

That is not how eternity is
going to be! Today’s
Scripture lesson is yet
another “l, even |,” verse in
the Bible.

It is a challenging verse.
It is a reminder that God is
our Judge as well as Savior.
It is a reminder that our life
does matter and that one
day we will face God as our
judge and give an account of
how we used our time,
talents and opportunities. .
SCRIPTURE: Philippians
3:12-14
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Daily Reflection Questions:

Reflection: Of what eternal benefit was my day?
Reflection: What eternal truth(s) did | observe today?
Reflection: Did my behavior match my values?
Reflection: What am | thankful for today?

Personal Notes:

Fort MiLL

CHURCH OF GOD




MONDAY, May 4, 2009: “ If you cut the head
off a cricket, it keeps on chirping. Some
people arelike that. Their brainsare
disengaged, but they keep talking.”
_Leonard Sweet, Out of the Question, Into
the Mystery, p. 182

O Lamentations 5:7 Our fathers
sined and are no more, but we
bear their iniquities.

Today’s verse is a sobering way to
start the week, but it is a good
reminder — we leave a legacy. Our
lives are not just about this moment,
this day, or this week. The decisions
you make and the actions you take
today and this week will be like stones
tossed in a pond — they will create
ripples that will wash up on distant
shores.

| am counting the days until June
27" — that is the day my grandson,
David Lee, is due to be born. Butin
some ways, even through he is not
born yet, the decisions | am making
today will affect him.

For example, each day that | drive
up on our church campus | make it a
point to see what is going on at our
construction site. It is so exciting and
rewarding to see the steel go up! But |
remind myself, that the building is not
really about me; it's about little children
that can’t contribute a penny towards
its construction. Matter of fact, it is
being built for children that have not
even been born yet — my grandson
included!

My dear friend, we can't allow
ourselves to get so caught up in the
moment that we forget the future!
Let’s not only leave this world a better
place, but let’s plant seeds that bring a
better harvest. Now that’s a legacy to
be proud of and that is a motivation
that should cause us to give our best.
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 11:20

TUESDAY, May 5, 2009: “ Self-change
isthe key to organizational change.
Thereal issuesin any organization
are not the problems in the systems
and processes. Thereal problemis
human commitment and courage.”
_Robert E. Quinn, Building the
Bridge as You Walk On It, p. 200

O Ezra 9:3 So when | heard
this thing, | tore my
garment and my robe, and
plucked out some of the
hair of my head and beard,
and sat down astonished.

This verse describes two of
the greatest management
principles in the world —

O First: “What you promote
becomes a priority.”

This is true if you are raising
children or trying to raise the
profits of your company.

Second: “When you have skin in
the game, people will follow.”

In other words, like Ezra,
when you are willing to take
extreme measures that will cost
you something, it adds the
weight of moral authority that will
get people’s attention and
cooperation.

Let me ask you, “What are
you passionate about?” What
are you doing that is costing
you? You will never inspire
people to excel unless you are
first inspired yourself.

My assignment for you today
is to look until you find a reason
beyond a paycheck, duty or a “to
do” list, as a mativation for living.
It will change everything.
SCRIPTURE: Mark 12:29

WEDNESDAY, May 6, 2009: “ Fasting
IS meant to starve sin, not us.”
_John Piper, A Hunger for God

O Nehemiah 1:4 So it was,
when | heard these words,
that | sat down and wept,
and mourned for many
days; | was fasting and
praying before the God of
heaven.

Recently we had an extra
good service and | felt that God
had used me in a special way as
a catalyst. In reflecting on the
service later, | was prayerfully
asking God what made the
difference. It came back to me
that one of the reasons God was
able to use me was that there
was less of me to use. What |
mean by that is that since this
year's 40-day season of prayer
and fasting | have made the
commitment to live a lifestyle of
fasting. It has become a regular
discipline in my life.

| hesitate to share this, but do
so as reminder to you that prayer
and fasting makes a difference.
Just like with Nehemiah in our
bible verse for the day. There
must come a time in our lives
that we get so passionate and
involved in things that matter to
God that we commit to many
days of fasting and praying
before the God of heaven.

What | am discovering is that
the accumulative power of that
sort of commitment begins to
make a difference — in your life
first, and then in others.
SCRIPTURE: Ezra 8:23

THURSDAY: May 7, 2009:; “ One of
the highest forms of responsibility
isthe responsibility to be free.
One of the highest forms of
freedom is the freedomto be
responsible.” _Robert E. Quinn,
Building the Bridge as You Walk
Onlt, p. 179

O Psalm 116:3 | found
trouble and sorrow

One of the realities of life is
that sometimes we find things
that we wish we had not!

It may be a person, as the old
saying goes, whose middle
name is “Trouble!” Or, it may
be an event or some news;
and now that you've
discovered it, you know you
have to do something about it.
We can complain about it,
become a victim or we can call
upon the Lord and allow Him
to help us make good of it.

| sense that | am writing to
someone today that is in the
midst of a big struggle. Itis a
struggle that you were not
looking or asking for, and it is
a situation that is not even of
your own making. What to do?
Stay steady; do your best. Do
what you do for love and for
the honor of God. And if you
do, you can be assured that
God will bring you through and
He will bring good from it.

And let me remind you just
as you can find trouble and
sorrow, you can also discover
joy and happiness!

Bottom line, be patient —
better days are ahead.
SCRIPTURE: Psalm 116
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