
                                                                                          
 SATURDAY, July 4, 2009:  

“We aren’t all called to be 
Mother Teresa.  But we are all 
called to be Jesus.” _Leonard 
Sweet, Soul Salsa 
 
Proverbs 21:1 The king’s 
heart is in the hand of 
the LORD, like the rivers of 
water; He turns it wherever He 
wishes. 
 
     My dear children, we all 
have a “king” in our lives.  Our 
“king” could be a boss, 
superior, national or state 
leader or even a parent.  
Kings rule over us and often 
make decisions without 
consulting us.  Their motives 
and objectives may not 
always be in our best interest 
and they may make life hard 
for us. 
      But remember, God has 
that king’s heart in his hand.  
In other words, at the end of 
the day God is in control.  God 
is working all things together 
for our good.  Sometimes God 
brings people into our lives to 
teach us things, to teach us 
character and to challenge us 
to grow.   
     So my advice today is not 
to look at the “kings” in our 
lives as adversaries, but as 
people used by God to help 
us grow and be all we can be.  
Bottom line, focus on the 
Hand behind the king – that 
Hand will never fail you.   
SCRIPTURE: Ecclesiastes 
2:24, 9:1; I Peter 5:6 
 
 

FRIDAY, July 3, 2009:  
“Everyone who got where he is 
started where he was.” _John C. 
Maxwell, The Success Journey 
. 
 

Proverbs 6: 6-8 Go to the ant, 
you sluggard!  Consider her ways 
and be wise, which, having no 
captain, overseer or ruler, 
provides her supplies in the 
summer, and gathers her food in 
the harvest. 

 

     Wow, what a proverb for a Friday!  
Just when we are getting to the 
weekend we get a proverb that is kind 
of a kick in the pants.  But perhaps 
that is just the point we need to be 
reminded of.  At the end of the day 
the key to fulfilling our purpose and 
achieving our destiny requires self-
motivation.  If the only time we really 
give our best is when a “captain, 
overseer or ruler” makes us then we 
will never achieve what we were 
meant to be. 
     Bottom line we are talking about 
our character.  Producing shoddy or 
sloppy work when the boss is not 
around but then “putting on a good 
front” when the boss is around 
reveals something very sad about 
ourselves.  And then there is one 
more thing… 
     I believe that one of the reasons 
that many people make so little 
progress in their relationship with God 
is that they want him to be a “boss” 
(make them do things).  That is not 
how God works.  He wants everything 
we do to be a labor of love (worship).  
In other words we live a God-
honoring life because we love Him, 
not because he forces us too.   
SCRIPTURE: Colossians 3:23-24 
 

 
Pastor Kemp’s Weekly Devotional 

For the week of June 28, 2009 
 

Daily Reflection Questions: 
 

 Reflection: Of what eternal benefit was my day?  
 Reflection: What eternal truth(s) did I observe today?  
 Reflection: Did my behavior match my values?  
 Reflection: What am I thankful for today?   
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 TUESDAY June 30, 2009:  “Our 

condition in the next life is 
inseparable from our character 
in this life.”  _J. Sidlow Baxter, 
God So Loved 
 

Proverbs 22:11 He who 
loves  purity of heart and has 
grace on his lips, the king will 
be his friend. 
 

     Today’s proverb is about 
being the kind of person that 
people want to be around. 
     Let me introduce a very 
important principle: You can tell 
the kind of person you are by 
the kind of friends you attract.  
Your friends are mirrors to your 
soul.  If you want to change your 
environment and your friends, 
then concentrate on changing 
you – that will drive away some 
friends, some friends will change 
with you and soon you will also 
attract new friends.     
     Trust me on this, we pretty 
much deserve the kind of friends 
we have – they are a reflection 
of who we are.  As a side note, 
this principle works at home as 
well.  The day you take 
responsibility for the “climate” of 
your home will be the day that 
you can begin to change it for 
the better (by changing you!).  
This proverb shows us how to 
do that. 
SCRIPTURE: Proverbs 27:17, 
John 15:13-14 
 

MONDAY, June 29, 2009:  “The 
quality of a person’s life is in direct 
proportion to their commitment to 
excellence, regardless of their chosen 
field of endeavor.”  – Vince Lombardi, 
Green Bay Packers Coach 
 

Proverbs 22:29 Do you see a 
man who excels in his work? He 
will stand before kings; He will not 
stand before unknown men. 

 

     Today I would like to share with 
you a statement that changed my life,  
(ready?) – here it is: “Everyone is 
self-employed.”  I know that may not 
sound too profound at first but the 
ramifications are huge.   
     When you truly understand this, 
then you will understand that no 
matter who signs your paycheck, 
designs your job description and 
determines your daily responsibilities 
– at the end of the day you are really 
“working for yourself.”  Long-term, it is 
you – not a company – boss or 
colleague, that will determine your 
level of success in life.   
     Each day, it is your reputation that 
is on the line not the company you 
work for.  In reality, the buck stops 
with you – not your “boss.”  For when 
you pass responsibility to others you 
are giving up a piece of your own 
freedom and character.  When you 
“just get by,” “do the minimal,” or 
settle for just “meeting expectations,” 
it really is costing you by 
compromising your integrity and 
robbing you of learning opportunities 
for future growth.     
     You’ve heard me say it before but 
it is worth repeating: If each day you 
will work like you own the company, 
then one day you will or something 
even better! 
SCRIPTURE:  Genesis 37:26-28; 
39:1-6, 20-23; 41:39-44  

WEDNESDAY, July 1, 2009:  
“We often make people pay dearly 
for what we think we give them.” 
_Comtesse Diane, 1829-1899 
 

Proverbs 22:9  He who has a    
generous eye will be 
blessed, for he gives of his 
bread to the poor. 
 

     This proverb describes the kind 
of person I want to be and the kind 
of person I want you to be.  The 
person I am talking about is “the 
person who sees with a heart to 
give.”   It is amazing how blind we 
can be sometimes.  We can walk 
by people in need everyday and 
not even notice.   
     There are a lot of kind hearted 
people that if you were to stop 
them and get their attention they 
would be happy to help; but they 
are a little better than the cold-
hearted people that will not help.  
Then there’s the “almost” people.  
They see needs and almost do 
something about it but never quiet 
get around to it.   
     But the person with a generous 
eye is one who is on the hunt 
(intentional) for needs so that they 
can give; giving is a lifestyle to 
them, it is one of the reasons they 
live.  That is the kind of person I 
want us to be. 
     One more thing, remember, 
there are many types of bread: 
food for the body, emotions and 
soul.  Let’s be on the hunt with a 
“generous eye” today – the 
promise is that we will then be 
blessed ourselves.  
SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 58:10, Luke 
6:38  
 
  

THURSDAY, July 2, 2009: “It puzzles me 
that some Christians who accept the regularity 
of natural laws in other areas resist them when 
it comes to health.” _Philip Yancey, Prayer 
 

     RE: Proverbs 3:8  (See below)  
 

     God wants you to be healthy.  Yet, isn’t it 
amazing how we take our health for granted 
until it’s gone?  However, the Bible is clear that 
our bodies are very important.  Matter of fact, 
you will have a body always – even in eternity 
(II Corinthians 5:1-5; I John 3:2). 
     Our bodies are given to us as a “tent” to live 
in (imagine what the “house” will be like – see II 
Corinthians 5:1-5!)  Furthermore, our bodies 
are given to us as a “temple” for the Holy Spirit 
to live in! (I Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:19).  Finally, 
our bodies are a “tool” that God has given us in 
order to worship and work (Romans 6:13, 12:1).   
     Since God has endowed us with a body to 
serve as a “tent,” “temple,” and “tool” we will 
one day be held accountable with how we 
treated that endowment.  In other words, we 
are to be stewards of our bodies.   
     It is so easy to hinder the contribution we 
could make to heaven and earth simply 
because we don’t take care of our bodies.  
Think of the missed opportunities to serve, love, 
laugh, pray, play, worship and joyfully live 
because people shorten their lives with 
unhealthy and reckless lifestyles.   
Please!  Today take a moment and do an 
inventory of your body (see it as an investment 
that could give great returns).  You can’t go 
back and relive your life; but you can begin to 
make good choices today.  The Bible teaches 
that if you live wisely “it will be health to 
your flesh, and strength to your bones.” 
(Proverbs 3:8) Take God at his word and begin 
to live a balanced and temperate life.  Give a 
good account of the strength you have left.  
Who knows, like the king of old (Isaiah 38:5), 
maybe God will extend your days and if not, at 
the very least the days you have left will be 
better and will better declare the glory of the 
Lord. 
SCRIPTURE: Proverbs 4:20-22 
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