FRIDAY, June 12, 2009: "I do not
agree with the popular success
literature that says that self-
esteem is primarily a matter of
mind set, or attitude - that you
can psych yourself into peace of
mind. Peace of mind comes
when your life is in harmony
with true principles and values,
and in no other way." _Steven
Covey

Today | want you to
remember the holiness of God.
Remember that He is absolutely
perfect and pure. If God were
human, everything that we do
that hints of imperfection and sin
would be like unimaginable
excruciating torture to Him.
Remember, He cannot tolerate
sin. It has no place in him or
around him.

Remember, this is why
Calvary was such a horrible
ordeal — it was a glimpse of what
sin looks like on God. Today,
let’s live in deep reverence for a
God that loves us so much that
He made a way to connect with
us. Let's live our lives in deep
gratitude to Jesus Christ who
came to this earth — born of a
virgin — pure and spotless from
sin, and lived a sinless and
spotless life and then took upon
himself all our sins and made
peace with God on our behalf.
HOW BLESSED WE TRULY
ARE!

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 9:23-28;
10:19-27

SATURDAY, June 13, 2009: “Drop the
words ‘if only’ and substitute instead
the words ‘next time.” _Smiley
Blanton

All over the world and throughout
the ages of history mankind has been
drawn to the sea. | asked myself why
this is so, because Sonja and | are
also drawn each year to spend a few
days by the sea. Itis almost like a
pilgrimage for us.

The ancient seas with their
vastness, untamed strength and
uncharted depths have a way of
putting life back into perspective.
| never leave the sea without being
humbled. As | make my way along the
beach being soothed by the crashing
of the waves and the screeching of the
sea gulls | am reminded that like my
footprints in the sand, my life is
passing quickly. | am reminded that
only what | do for God will last.

Yet | am reminded that like the
ancient oceans, God is ancient
(eternal). He is always there if | care
to walk with Him. | can’t tame Him or
fathom the depths of his wisdom and
might, but | can rest in the knowledge
that He is and that He cares and that
He knows even if | don’t — and that’s
enough.

Bottom line, I'm reminded that
humility is a good thing. The magic of
the ocean puts things back into
perspective — God is God and | am
not! What | do matters and what | am
matters, but when all has been said
and done — it is the Eternal God and
Father of us all that must be our focus
and pursuit.

SCRIPTURE: Deuteronomy 33:27,
Job 9:4-10, Psalm 46
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Pastor Kemp’s Weekly Devotional
For the week of June 7, 2009

Daily Reflection Questions:

Reflection: Of what eternal benefit was my day?
Reflection: What eternal truth(s) did | observe today?
Reflection: Did my behavior match my values?
Reflection: What am | thankful for today?
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Personal Notes:

CHURCH OF GOD




MONDAY, June 8, 2009: ““Anyone who
becomes a great person did so because
he refused to be a little person. He
refused to allow obstacles to defeat
him.” _Norman Vincent Peale, In God
We Trust: A Positive Faith for
Troubled Times

God wants you to win. Before
you do anything this week | want you
to know that up front. Further, when |
talk about “winning” | am not talking
about a contest or ball game but rather
the real issues and battles of your life.
Jesus said, “Be of good cheer for |
have overcome the world.” The
implication is that through his victory
we too can be victorious.

My reason for pointing this out is
that | want you to approach this week
with the correct expectations. The
temptation is to begin the week with a
“blue Monday” mindset that sets a
downward trend for the rest of the
week. Matter of fact, if we are not
careful we can develop a “blue life”
mindset. If you approach your life
expecting the worst, guess what, you
will not be disappointed. However, if
you approach life expecting to win,
guess what, you will not be
disappointed.

| am not saying that it will be easy
or happen quickly, but | am saying that
if you face each day knowing that God
is on your side then ultimately, no
matter what happens to you or around
you, you will win!

Remember: God is the way-maker
and he will make a way no matter what
you face. So this week, when tough
times come, say to yourself, “| can do
this...through Christ who strengthens
me.”

SCRIPTURE: John 16:33,
Joshua 10:42; Psalm 35:1-3

TUESDAY, June 9, 2009: ““I have
stopped saying to people, ‘Have
a good day.” Good days don’t
just happen. Good days are
created. | now say, ‘create a
good day.””” _Leonard Sweet,
Soul Salsa

Proverbs 22:3 A prudent man
foresees evil, and hides
himself, but the simple pass on
and are punished.

This proverb teaches us to
“think trajectory” and to “think
consequences.” ltis easy to get
so caught up with the day-to-day
routine of life that we stop
thinking. We allow life to just
happen. But | can almost hear
Solomon saying — “Watch out!
Be aware! There is evil out
there!”

He reminds us to live our
lives today considering
(foreseeing) how our actions will
affect our tomorrows; to consider
where the decisions we are
making today will take us.

So | would ask you today:
What is the trajectory of your life
right now? Is your life on a wise
course or are you setting
yourself up for an ambush down
the road?

As a reminder: a good
“foreseeing” question to ask
throughout your day is this: “Is
what I'm about to do wise?” Not,
is it legal, fun or profitable — but
is it wise. That will keep you out
of a lot of evil ambushes. May
the Lord bless and keep you this
day.

SCRIPTURE: Proverbs 14:16,
27:12; James 4:13:17

WEDNESDAY, June 10, 2009:
“Encouragement is oxygen
for the soul.” _John Maxwell

RE: Appreciation does
it matter?

Recently a quote by one
of my favorite authors,
Gordon MacDonald really
stood out to me. He said,
“Much of the fuel we all run
on is simple appreciation.”
This is so true. No one is
immune to the simple need
for appreciation.

Are you unsure on what
to do today? Are you
looking for a way to connect
with people? Then let me
give you the answer: live
your day giving heartfelt
appreciation. Everywhere
you go spread the seeds of
appreciation. Trust me, it
will make your day a lot
better and many other’s as
well. Hint: start at home!
SCRIPTURE: Proverbs 27:5

THURSDAY: June 11, 2009:
“It is healthy for you to
admit, “I am a limited
resource.” You have only a
certain amount of time,
energy, giftedness,
resources, and money.
You’ve got only so much to
give, and when it’s gone, it’s
gone.” _H. Dale Burke, Less
is More Leadership

RE: Does 5-minutes matter?

| remember reading something
that Napoleon said that has stayed
with me ever since. When he was
asked the secret to his greatness
as a general he said, “One of the
secrets to my many victories was
that | learned the importance of
five minutes.”

That kind of thinking is so
foreign. It is amazing how we can
let time just “slip by” day after day
and then wake up one morning
and realize that we have allowed
opportunities to be lost forever.
How does this happen? | think
one of the major reasons is that we
have the tendency to focus on the
“mountain tops” of life. What |
mean by mountain tops are those
things that we see way off in the
distance. They are the things we
are heading for but have not yet
reached.

Mountain tops can be that
vacation we are looking forward to
while we miss a precious five
minutes with those we love today.

Mountain tops can be that
dream of retirement we are
working so hard toward while we
miss those five minutes of enjoying
a special sunset with someone we
love.

Bottom line, today let’s try
living five minutes at a time. Let’s
live in the now. Only God knows
the future anyway; let Him take
care of that and let’s us take care
to make now count. Deal? Amen!
SCRIPTURE: Psalm 89:47,
Revelations 7:9-17
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