FRIDAY, July 24, 2009: “Faramir...now
being healed he took upon him his authority
and the Stewardship, although it was only
for a little while, and his duty was to
prepare for one who should replace him.” _
J.R.R. Tolkien, The Return of the King

O Exodus 4:14 So the anger of the LORD
was kindled against Moses, and He said:
““Is not Aaron the Levite your brother? |
know that he can speak well.”

Today’s devotional thought is just
conjecture, but stay with me here...

Have you ever wondered what
happened to Moses’ sons? Probably
not. You have a busy life; and if you
have children, you probably do not have
much time to worry about other people’s
children, especially a man that has been
dead a few thousand years.

But here is the thought: What if
Moses would have obeyed God
completely? Would his sons have been
the priestly line instead of Aaron’s sons?

If you remember your Bible, you know
that Aaron was God’s backup plan
because Moses kept making excuses
and kept trying to back out of obeying
God. As aresult, it was Aaron and then
his sons that became the priestly line in
the nation of Israel.

We never hear of Moses’ sons.
Somewhere, they drop out of the picture.
However, | wonder if Aaron’s sons, as
the priestly line, were also God’s backup
plan. | wonder if Moses’ sons were
God'’s first choice but because of Moses’
actions it didn’t happen.

| wonder how my actions are
influencing my children and their
children’s destiny. What about you? Do
you ever wonder about these things?
SCRIPTURE: Lamentations 2:19

O SATURDAY, July 25, 2009:
“If I ask “Why me?’” about my
troubles, then I must ask
“Why me?”” about my
blessings.” _Arthur Ashe

O Matthew 10:29 Are not two
sparrows sold for a copper
coin? And not one of them
falls to the ground apart from
your Father’s will.

Recently | read the
following: It seems that at the
head table in the cafeteria of a
Catholic school, one of the
nuns had placed a big bow! of
bright red, fresh, juicy apples.
Beside the bowl, she placed a
note which read, "Take only
one. Remember, God is
watching."

At the other end of the table
was a bowl full of freshly
baked chocolate chip cookies,
still warm from the oven.
Beside the bowl was a little
note scrawled in child's
handwriting which read: "Take
all you want. God is watching
the apples.”

| couldn’t help but chuckle;
that might have been
something | would have done
in my younger days (maybe
even older days!©)

But here is the point: We
may think that things get by
God, but really He sees it all.
| don’t mean this as a threat; |
mean it is a promise. Always
know that God cares for you
and you are never beyond his
concern and care.
SCRIPTURE: Psalm 146:9
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Pastor Kemp’s Weekly Devotional
For the week of July 19, 2009

Daily Reflection Questions:

Reflection: Of what eternal benefit was my day?
Reflection: What eternal truth(s) did | observe today?
Reflection: Did my behavior match my values?
Reflection: What am | thankful for today?
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MONDAY, July 20, 2009: “The certainty
that the judgment seat lies ahead for all
believers should deeply influence our
conduct.” _ J. Oswald Sanders, Dynamic
Spiritual Leadership

O Lamentations 3:31-33 For the
Lord will not cast off forever.
Though He causes grief, yet He
will show compassion
according to the multitude of
His mercies.

O For He does not afflict willingly,
nor grieve the children of men.

Judgment is coming! How’s that for
a Monday morning wake-up call! Itis
true, however.

Both in this life and in the life to
come, judgment is a part of God's
action in our lives and in the world.
The Bible is very clear on this. To
paint a one-sided rose-colored picture
of a “push-over” God is to do a great
disservice to ourselves and to others
who may make very foolish decisions
thinking that God will go easy on them.

The book of Lamentations is a
reminder that though the wheels of
God'’s judgment grind slowly, grind
they do.

However, the book of Lamentations
also reminds us that even in the worst
of times God leaves an open door of
hope and mercy. Today's verses
remind us that God'’s judgments are
never given in irrational anger or
vindictive scorn. Neither are God's
judgment given without a better
purpose in mind.

This gives me - a very imperfect
man - great hope and comfort.
Today’s devotional is a reminder that
you and | can never fall beyond the
reach of God’'s mercy. For that, | am
eternally thankful.

SCRIPTURE: Jude 1:21

TUESDAY, July 21, 2009: “There is
nothing that can be done with
anger that cannot be done better
without it.” _Dallas Willard, The
Divine Conspiracy

o Proverbs 19:11 The
discretion of a man makes
him slow to anger, and his
glory is to overlook a
transgression.

One of the tell-tale signs that
a person is wasting their
potential is if they are fighting a
lot.

A true warrior spends a lot
more time preparing to fight than
fighting. They understand that
the real battles (things worth
dying for) do not come around
that often and when they do,
only the prepared survive.

What about you? Are you
spending a lot of time with minor
skirmishes? Are you fussing
about this, complaining about
that, and arguing over things that
will not matter this time next
year?

Why are you doing this? Why
are you making your life
miserable and the lives of those
around you? Why are you
wasting your precious days and
resources over things that do not
matter?

Bottom line: take the high
road, pick your battles and then
be ready for them. There will
only be a few battles that you
must fight in a lifetime; the rest is
only preparation. The great
tragedy will be if when your
times comes, you falter, all
because you wasted your
strength on lesser things.
SCRIPTURE: | Samuel 4:9

WEDNESDAY, July 22, 2009: “Your
talent and giftedness as a leader has
the potential to take you farther than
your character can sustain you. That
ought to scare you. The fact that
people choose to follow you is not
necessarily an indicator that you
deserve to be followed. Thereisa
significant difference between having a
following and being worth following.
The truth is that talented, charismatic,
visionary people will almost always
have a following. Whether they are
worth following is a different question,
predicated upon a different set of
values.” _Andy Stanley, The Next
Generation Leader p.127

O Matthew 5:33-37

Today’s Scripture lesson is a
reminder that if anything is required
beyond our word, then a dangerous
weakness is revealed in our life.

In other words, if before people
will believe us, it must be our word
“and” anything, then we need to go
back to the altar and begin rebuilding
our life — for our word represents the
strength of our character.

This is true especially where we
are known.

In some cases to get things done
our word “and” something else — like
someone else’s name, a contract, a
position, etc. - may be required, not
because of weak character, but
because we are not known.
However, this should be a reminder
to us to not lean on other people’s
reputation or on our position of
authority but rather to pay the price
of building a relationship with people
so that they know they can believe
our word because they know our
character.

SCRIPTURE: Zechariah 8:16

THURSDAY: July 23, 2009: “To
believe in the church is to live
out of the conviction that grace
abides in her, teaches and
governs her common life, and
flows from God to all the
faithful.”” _Longer Catech,
Eastern Orthodox Church

O Acts 2:42 And they
continued steadfastly in the
apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, in the breaking
of bread, and in prayers.

All the essential elements
of the church are present in
this early fourfold description
of the church: apostolic
doctrine, community,
sacrament, and common
worship.

My point in mentioning
this is to remind you that
your church membership
represents something that is
very important. The church
is the love of Christ. Itis
where new life is coming into
being, authoritative teaching
of revealed truth is being
passed on, and where a
visible community of
believers are manifesting the
love of God in the world.

Today you may be
heading off to a job where
you are just another cog in
the corporate wheel, but |
want to remind you that as a
member of the church you
are a part of something that
matters...really matters!
SCRIPTURE:

Hebrews 10:23-25
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